
Next year  marks the 100th anniversary of Japan’s gift of 

the flowering cherry blossom trees to Washington DC . 
 

Mark your calendars and come join the celebration! It 

begins on March 20 (the first day of spring) and continues 

for five weeks, to April 27  (Arbor Day).   
 

The Sakura Matsuri—Japanese Street Festival, produced 

by the Japan-America Society, will be held on Saturday, 

April 14, right after the Parade. It is the largest Japanese 

festival in the United States and will extend for six blocks 

down Pennsylvania Avenue.  Southern Living magazine 

has called our Sakura Matsuri the “must see event” of the 

cherry blossom festival.  
 

For more information on the centennial celebration, go to 

www.nationalcherryblossomfestival.org.   

 
 

 

 

Program 
 

6:00 to 7:00 p.m. Reception & Silent Auction 

7:00 p.m.  Call to Dinner  
 

7:15 p.m.  Opening Remarks 

     Ambassador John R. Malott, President   
   Japan-America Society  
 

 Tsuioku (Remembrance)  
   Performed on koto by Kyoko Okamoto  

 

 

               Dinner  
 

8:00 p.m.              Introductions and Thank You’s 

     Ambassador John R. Malott, President   
                  Japan-America Society  
 
8:05 p.m.  Presentation of the  
   Marshall Green Awards 
 

  Ambassador Rust M. Deming, Chairman 
       and William T. Breer, Chairman Emeritus  

      Japan-America Society  
 

8:15 p.m.  Remarks by Dr. Gerald L. Curtis   
 
8:40 p.m.  Congratulatory Remarks and Kampai 
      Minister Hideaki Mizukoshi 
      Head of Chancery, Embassy of Japan 
 
           

8:50 p.m.  Concluding Remarks  

     Hon. Norman Y. Mineta, Honorary Chairman 
  Japan-America Society  

 

9:00 p.m.  End of Program       

 



About the Japan-America Society 
 

Established 55 years ago, the Japan-America Society of Washington 
DC conducts a wide range of activities to help its members and the 
people of our Nation’s Capital “stay in touch with Japan all year 
long” and to introduce a new generation of Americans to Japan and 
the world beyond our shores. 
 

JASW operates the oldest and largest Japanese language school in 
the area, with over 500 students a year. In 2009 the Society started 
an English Language School for Japanese residents, and in 2011 it 
began holding Japanese cooking classes.  
 

J ASW produces the annual Sakura Matsuri - Japanese Street 
Festival each April. The Festival is the largest one-day exhibition 

of Japanese culture in the United States and stretches for six blocks 
down Pennsylvania Avenue. This year 38,000 people came to the 
Festival during its 7 hours. 
 

JASW organizes the National Japan Bowl®, an academic 
competition for high school students of the Japanese language. In 
April of this year over 200 students and teachers joined the 
competition, which encourages young people to continue their 
study of the  Japanese language. Next year will mark the 20th 
National Japan Bowl.  
 

JASW also has introduced thousands of young students to Japan 
through its school and library visits, the Children’s Corner at the 
Sakura Matsuri, and its Japanese story-telling hour.   
 

B ecause it is located in the Nation's Capital, the Society holds 
many programs for its members on modern Japan and US-

Japan relations. Programs this year have focused on Japan’s political 
and economic situation, the status of women in Japan, and the 
future of nuclear energy in Japan. Social gatherings for members 
also are popular and include sake tastings, beer gardens, otsukimi, 
and our bonenkai end-of-year gathering.   

 

 

 

Japan-America Society of Washington DC 
 

Trustees 
 

Dr. Michael Auslin, American Enterprise Institute  

Peter Bass, Promontory Financial Group LLC 

Peter Cleveland, Intel Corporation 

Ambassador Rust M. Deming, Johns Hopkins University, SAIS 

Dr. William C. Duncan, Japan Automobile Manufacturers Association 

Ambassador Thomas Hubbard, McLarty Associates  

Koichi Imura, Mitsubishi Heavy Industries America Inc. 

Charles Jones, Lockheed Martin 

Tetsuo Kadoya, Toshiba America, Inc. 

Akemi Kawano 

Chiyo Kobayashi, Washington CORE 

Naotaka Matsukata, Mylan  

Yasuo Noda, ITOCHU International Inc. 

Takashi Ohde, Hitachi, Ltd. 

Sumio Ohtsuji, Toyota Motor North America, Inc. 

Torkel Patterson, US-Japan MAGLEV, LLC 

Dr. Sheila Smith, Council on Foreign Relations 

Tsunehiko Yanagihara, Mitsubishi International Corporation 

Nobuo Yoneyama, Mitsui USA 

Ryota Yoshimura, Sumitomo Corporation of America 



 

 
 

Japan-America Society of Washington DC 
 

Honorary Patrons 

His Excellency Ichiro Fujisaki, Ambassador of Japan to the United States 
The Honorable John V. Roos, United States Ambassador to Japan   

 
 

Honorary Chairman 

The Honorable Norman Y. Mineta 
 

 Chairman Emeritus 

William T. Breer 
 

Officers 

Ambassador Rust M. Deming, Chairman 
Sumio Ohtsuji, Vice Chairman 

Ambassador John R. Malott, President and CEO 
Nao Matsukata, Secretary-Treasurer 

 

 

Advisors 
Counselor Toshihide Ando, Embassy of Japan 

David Levine, Groom Law Group  
 
 

Counselors 
Lyle Blanchard, Greenstein DeLorme & Luchs LLP 

Yoshie Ogawa 
 

 

Staff 
Marc Hitzig, Executive Director  

Risa Okayama, Director of Educational Programs 
Nobu Iwata, Program Director  

Laura Symborski, Assistant  Director of Educational Programs 

Dinner Sponsors 

(By level, in alphabetical order)   

Gold Sponsors 

Lockheed Martin Corporation 

Mitsubishi International Corporation 

Silver Sponsors 

The Bank of  Tokyo-Mitsubishi UFJ, Ltd. 

The Embassy of  Japan 

Hitachi, Ltd. 

Intel Corporation 

McLarty Associates 

Mitsubishi Heavy Industries America, Inc.  

Mitsubishi Nuclear Energy Systems 

Mitsui & Co. (U.S.A.), Inc. 

Torkel Patterson 

Promontory Financial Group 

S&R Foundation 

Toshiba America, Inc. 

Toyota Motor North America, Inc.  

Bronze Sponsor 

The Coca-Cola Company  



The Marshall Green Award 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Board of Trustees established the Marshall Green Award in 
2011 to recognize “an individual or group that has made a 
sustained and significant contribution to strengthening relations 
between the United States and Japan, and/or to increasing 
understanding between the American and Japanese people.”   
 

Marshall Green was one of America’s most distinguished 
diplomats. His adventurous diplomatic career began as private 
secretary to Ambassador Joseph Grew in Tokyo 1939-41. During 
World War II he trained as a US Navy Japanese language officer. 
His career included service as Special Assistant to Secretary of 
State John Foster Dulles; Charge d'Affaires in Seoul during the 
1960 uprising against President Sygman Rhee; and Ambassador 
in Indonesia during the 1965 overthrow of Sukarno. He was 
Assistant Secretary of State for East Asian Affairs during the 
Nixon Administration, a time that included the Vietnam War,  
the opening to China, and the reversion of Okinawa to Japan. 

Marshall was one of the founders of the Japan-America Society 
in 1957; in fact, it is his signature on the Articles of 
Incorporation.  After his retirement, he became the Society’s 
President and led its transformation from an all-volunteer to a 
professional organization. He was a passionate believer in 
educational outreach to local schools. He and his wife Lispenard 
endowed the Society’s educational fund, which continues their 
passion to introduce new generations to Japan and the world.   

 

 

The Japan-America Society  

expresses its appreciation  
 

To Our  Wonderful Volunteers 

Brian Dooley 

Caroline Holbrook 

Emi Kamemoto 

Jessica Kling 

Mihoko Owada 

José Pulido 

Jennifer Reynolds 

Brittany Ritter 

Fumino Tamaki 

Sarah Wang 

Zainabu Williams 

 

To Our Great Photographers 

Gregg Adams 

Jeff Song 

 

To Norie Watanuki  

for her assistance with kimono dressing 
 

To Rex Butler 

for the Japanese décor on the stage 

 

 



 

The Japan-America Society  

expresses its appreciation to  
 

   MJS Sake Selections and Ichishima Sake Brewery  
of Niigata, Japan for contributing the  

Junmai Daiginjo sake used in tonight’s kampai toast 
 

Suntory Limited, for contributing its  

Hakushu, Hibiki, and Yamazaki Whiskies  
 

Kirin Brewery of America, for its contribution of  

Kirin Ichiban Shibori Beer 
 

San-J International, Inc. for providing its Tamari Soy Sauce  

as a souvenir of the evening 
 

Japan National Tourist Organization, New York  
 

 

Gerald L. Curtis 

2011 Recipient of the Marshall Green Award 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Citation 

For your significant and sustained contribution to increasing understanding 
between Americans and Japanese. As an educator, writer, and commentator 
on Japanese political affairs and the conduct of our relationship with Japan, 
you have educated and informed tens of thousands, from senior government  
leaders to students and academics around the world. 
 

Background 

Dr. Gerald Curtis, the dean of American scholars of Japan’s political system, has 
been a member of the Columbia University faculty since 1968. He served as 
Director of Columbia's East Asian Institute for twelve years. Professor Curtis is the 
author of a number of seminal works, including The Logic of Japanese Politics, The 
Japanese Way of Politics, and Election Campaigning Japanese Style. He has been a friend, 
advisor, and mentor to countless US government officials and foreign policy 
intellectuals over the years.    

Professor Curtis’s influence extends far beyond the thousands of scholars and 
officials  he has taught and mentored in the United States. He has held appointments 
at the Royal Institute of International Affairs, Chatham House, London; the College 
de France, Paris; the Lee Kwan Yew School of Public Policy in Singapore; and in 
Tokyo at Keio, Waseda, and Tokyo Universities; the Research Institute for 
Economy, Trade and Industry, the Graduate Research Institute for Policy Studies, 
and the International Institute of Economic Studies.  He is a frequent commentator 
on Japanese television and in the written press.  

Professor Curtis is the recipient of numerous prizes  and honors. In 2004  he was 
awarded the Order of the Rising Sun, Gold and Silver Star by the Emperor of Japan, 
one of the highest honors bestowed by the Japanese government.   



Thomas Stephan Foley 

2011 Recipient of the Marshall Green Award 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Citation 

For your extraordinary contribution to relations between Japan and the 
United States as Ambassador to Japan from 1997 to 2001, Speaker of the 
House, and a leader in parliamentary exchanges with Japan. 

Background 

For almost half a century, Ambassador Foley has been in the forefront of Americans 
building the personal connections between Japan and the United States and shaping 
American policy toward East Asia, and his influence continues to be felt.  
Ambassador Foley was one of the early members of the US-Japan parliamentary 
exchange group, which he led on the US side. Amb. Foley also served as the North 
American Chairman of the Trilateral Commission, in which capacity he led 
meetings among high level US, Japanese, and European delegations to promote the 
common interests of the industrialized democracies.  In recognition of his 
contribution to US-Japan relations as a Member of Congress, Speaker Foley was 
awarded the Order of the Rising Sun with Paulownia Flowers, Grand Cordon by 
the Emperor of Japan in 1995. 

In view of his interest and expertise with respect to Japan and East Asia, President 
Clinton nominated Tom Foley as Ambassador to Japan to succeed Walter Mondale, 
and he and Heather served there with distinction from September 1997 until 
January 2001. During Ambassador Foley’s tenure, the alliance relationship between 
Japan and the United States was further solidified, and the Foleys won many new 
friends for the United States. 

Since returning to private life, Ambassador Foley has remained active in support of 
strong US-Japan relations. He continues to be a valued source of wisdom and advice 
for leaders in both countries. 

 

Toshiba America, Inc. 

Honors Ambassador Thomas Foley,  

Ambassador William C. Sherman, and  

Professor Gerald L. Curtis  

and proudly supports the  

Japan-America Society of Washington’s 

25th Annual Dinner 



William C. Sherman 

2011 Recipient of the Marshall Green Award 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Citation 

For your unparalleled contribution to strengthening relations between the 
United States and Japan over more than half a century.  You have held more 
high level positions dealing with Japan than any other “Japan hand” in the 
post war generation of Foreign Service Officers. No one has been more 
dedicated to building a strong alliance and foundation between the two 
countries, and no one has been a greater mentor to younger Americans 
involved with  US-Japan relations. 

Background 

 After studying Japanese at the US Navy Japanese language school, Ambassador 
Sherman served in the US Embassy in Tokyo and the Consulate General in 
Yokohama in the 1950s.  Following a European diversion, Bill returned to Japan, 
first as Consul General in Osaka (1969-70), followed by Political Counselor in 
Tokyo, Country Director for Japan in Washington, and Deputy Chief of Mission to 
Ambassador Mike Mansfield from 1977 to 1981.  In 1981 he was appointed 
ambassador and head of the US delegation to the Trusteeship Council at the US 
mission to the United Nations.  He concluded his career as Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of State for East Asian and Pacific Affairs, 1984-86. 

After his retirement, Ambassador Sherman spent eight years at the Johns Hopkins 
University School of Advanced International Studies as diplomat in residence and 
director of the SAIS Yearbook on US-Japan relations. 

Bill Sherman’s great contributions to American foreign policy toward Japan have 

been matched by the mentoring role he has played, and continues to play, for the 

younger generation of “Japan hands,” including many in this room tonight.  For all 

of us, Bill was the best boss we ever had — because he cared about us. He took the 

time to impart his knowledge and experience, and he always offered encouragement 

and positive feedback. 



 

 

the Japan-America Society  

Expresses its appreciation to these organizations  

for their support of our programs over the past year  
 

America-Japan Society of Tokyo 

Café Asia 

Café Japoné 

Chado Urasenke Tankokai, Washington DC Area 

District of Columbia Government 

Ekoji Buddhist Temple  

Embassy of Japan, Washington DC 

Hakutsuru Brewery 

Hitachi, Ltd. 

International Shinto Foundation 

Japan Commerce Association of Washington DC 

Japan Foundation 

Japan Information and Culture Center 

JET Alumni Association 

Kirin Brewery of America 

Maneki Neko  

MJS Sake Selections 

National Cherry Blossom Festival 

National Park Service 

National Portrait Gallery 

Perry’s Restaurant 

San-J International, Inc.  

Suntory  

Sushi Taro 

Sushiko 

Tako Grill 

The Textile Museum 

Toshiba International Foundation 

United States-Japan Foundation 

United States Pacific Fleet 
Washington Nationals 

Washington Toho Koto Society 

Winston & Strawn LLP 

 

 
 

is proud to express its support for the  

Japan-America Society of  Washington’s 

25th Annual Dinner and Silent Auction 

honoring 

Ambassador Thomas Foley 

Ambassador William C. Sherman, and  

Dr. Gerald L. Curtis 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Congratulates Ambassador Thomas Foley, 

Ambassador William C. Sherman, and  

Dr. Gerald L. Curtis 
 

 Upon their receipt of the Marshall Green Award 

 

at the Japan-America Society’s 

25th Annual Dinner 

 

 

 

Intel is pleased to support the  

Japan-American Society of  Washington DC 

 and to be a sponsor of  its  

25th Annual Dinner  

Honoring Ambassador Thomas Foley,  

Ambassador William C. Sherman,  

and Dr. Gerald L. Curtis  



 

 

 

 

 

is pleased to show our support for 

The Japan-America Society of Washington DC’s 

25th Annual Dinner 

 

Honoring 

 

Ambassador Thomas Foley 

Ambassador William C. Sherman 

Dr. Gerald Curtis  


